MOST PROFITABLE CROPS (2022);
five most profitable crops/
profitable crops/ top crops/
Nigeria farms

Before venturing into crop production, it is important to
consider various factors that can impact the success and
profitability of your endeavor. Some key factors to evaluate
include popularity, days to maturity, seasonality, price, and
yield.

Maize (Corn)

Maize is a versatile crop that can be cooked, roasted, or
processed, making it suitable for both human and animal
consumption. Around 70 percent of maize is used in animal feed
production, particularly for poultry. As poultry feeds can be
expensive, the price of maize is often high, making it a
potentially profitable crop.

Rice

Rice 1s another highly profitable crop, especially 1in
countries like Nigeria where the government supports its
production by imposing bans on the importation of foreign
rice. The demand for rice 1is significant, making it a
lucrative option for farmers.

Sweet Potato

Sweet potato is a tuber crop known for its profitability. Its
acceptability among consumers 1is a good indicator of its
potential profitability. Sweet potato farming can yield
substantial returns, typically taking around three months from
planting to harvest.
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Pumpkin (Fluted Pumpkin/Ugu)

i n

Fluted pumpkin, locally known as “ugu” in Nigeria, is a highly
profitable vegetable crop. It can grow for two to three years
with proper management, allowing for continuous harvesting.
Under good management practices, it can be harvested monthly
or even twice a month, providing a steady income stream.

Palm Tree

Palm tree cultivation is considered extremely lucrative. Once
the tree starts fruiting, it can continue to produce fruit for
a lifetime. Palm tree products, such as palm oil and by-
products like brooms, are in high demand. Palm trees usually
take about three years to mature and start fruiting, but once
they do, they can provide a stable income for the long term.

Considering these factors, it’s crucial to select crops that
align with market demand, has a reasonable time to maturity,
offer consistent yields, and have the potential for
profitability. Conducting thorough market research and
assessing the specific conditions and resources available in
your area will help you make informed decisions when choosing
crops for production.



